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Vazeni a mili kolegové a kolegyné,

dostava se Vam do rukou monografie Jantarova stezka v proméndch ¢asu dedikovand osobnosti a dilu
PhDr. Jany Cizméafové. Ps4t o Jané Cizméiové je v mnoha ohledech snadny a sou¢asné velmi obtizny
tkol. Jana Cizmétové je jednozna¢né jiz dlouhé desitky let nepiehlédnutelnou autorkou desitek vé-
deckych i populdrnich textd, respektovanou archeolozkou a historickou, ale v prvni fadé vzacnou ko-
legyni, ktera podstatnou ¢ast svého profesniho Zivota spojila s Moravskym zemskym muzeem, jeho
sbirkami protohistorického obdobi (doba laténska, fimska a stéhovani narodit) a antiky, stejné jako
s dlouhodobym vyzkumem obzvlasté pohrebist a sidelnich struktur doby laténské a obecnym studiem
této historické periody.

Nejenom desitky monografii, studii ve sbornicich a odbornych periodicich, ale také vystav a pro-
slovenych prednasek na védeckych sympoziich doma i v zahranici i pred laickou verfejnosti, nejlépe
demonstruji $ifi odborného zaméru jubilantky, ale hlavné kosatost jejtho odborného portfolia.

Mugzejni prace vzdy prinasela specifické vyzvy. Toto konstatovani neni néjakou floskuli, ale zivotnim
poznatkem vychazejicim z dlouhodobé praxe muzejnika, uvédoménim si skute¢nosti, ze prace mu-
zejniho kuratora a odborného pracovnika skute¢né vyzaduje unikatni individualitu i odborné vyba-
veni. Prace v pamétové instituci, jakou je rovnéz Moravské zemské muzeum, je totiz postavena hned
na ¢tyfech pilifich, které musi byt v rovnovaze: prace v terénu a jeji dokumentace, odbornd kuratorska
prace a védecké vyhodnoceni materialu i nezbytna edukace a popularizace nashromazdénych poznatki
a kulturniho bohatstvi, ¢asto jinak dfimajictho v $eru muzejnich depozitait. Pritom zadny z uvedenych
pilift by nemél presprili§ dominovat na ukor ostatnich, vée by mélo existovat v symbidze, od ziskavani
predmétti do sbirky, jejich utfidéni a digitalizaci, po schopnost ziskané prostiedky prezentovat, at jiz
laické vefejnosti (formou prednasek ¢i vystav), ¢i jejich védecké uplatnéni v profesni komunité. Vzdyt
jak kvalitnim muze byt muzejnik kuratorem svérenych sbirek, pokud nebude odbornikem na poli vy-
zkumu, ktery jeho sbirka pomaha dokumentovat. A naopak muze ¢lovék oslyset potfebu odborné
obce po védecké praci, pokud tato vychazi z jeho poctivé prace sbératelské, kuratorské a hlubokého
poznani pole vyzkumu a materialové zakladny? A kdo jiny, nez takto védomostné vybaveny ¢lovék je
potom predurcen své poznatky dale pfendset, at jiz na studenty, ¢i na ,poznatkii chtivou® vefejnost?
Zde je tteba konstatovat, Ze pravé PhDr. Jana Cizmarové vzdy byla ukazkovym ,,specimenem®, jak tato
symbidza v dlouhodobém horizontu miiZe a vlastné ma fungovat.

Ovsem nejenom to je v zivoté lidském dulezité... Mnozi z nas, ktefi mame tu Cest se s kolegyni Janou
Cizmérovou po dlouha léta sluzebné i osobné potkavat, miizeme rovnéz konstatovat, Ze nam osud
v jeji personé nadélil nejenom vzacnou a profesné velmi nadanou a zdatnou kolegyni, ale zejména mi-
moradné trpélivou a empatickou lidskou bytost, ktera nikdy neodmitla prosbu o radu, pomoc ¢i ne-
zavahala utrousit vlidné slovo potfebnym.

Mila Jano, dékuji Ti za Tvou dosavadni praci pro Moravské zemské muzeum a preji Ti vSe nejlepsi
do dalsich let.

Mgr. Jiti Mitdacek, Ph.D.
Generdlni teditel MZM
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Uvod editort

Jantarova stezka predstavovala po celé obdobi protohistorické epochy diilezity koridor spojujici severni
Pobaltskou oblast se Sttedomoiim, a jak jiz nazev vypovida, hlavni komoditou na této cesté byla jan-
tarova surovina a vyrobky z ni provedené, které tvorily protihodnotu luxusniho zbozi typického pro
vyspélejsi Adriatickou oblast.

V souvislosti s touto obchodni trasou byla napri¢ Evropou budovana dulezita centra, ktera byla ne-
zbytna pro spravné fungovani obchodu. S ohledem na dlouhodobé vyuzivani a slozité vétveni Jantarové
stezky nelze jeji priibéh presné lokalizovat, jisté ovsem je, Ze jeden z hlavnich proudu probihal pres
uzemi Moravy, coZ se také odrazi na intenzité osidleni (nejen) v dobé laténské v tomto prostoru. Pravée
v nejvyznamnéj$im moravském muzeu je ulozena velkd ¢ast sbirek obsahujicich nélezy ze zasadnich
nalezi$t pro zkoumani této problematiky, at se jiz jedna o legendarni Malomérickou konvici, vétsinu
nalezl z nejvyznamnéjsich keltskych center na Moravé (Némcice nad Hanou a Staré Hradisko) nebo
tieba pohiebist. Jana Cizmaéiova, jakozto kuratorka, ma k uvedenym sbirkdm velmi blizko, a proto
i z toho divodu se fada z nich stala pfedmétem jejtho odborného zpracovani.

Utelem této knihy je kromé vzdani holdu pti ptilezitosti vyznamného jubilea Jany Cizmétové ptinést
i fadu novych informaci vice ¢i méné se dotykajicich jejiho odborného zaméreni.

Pfi sestavovani knihy se sesla cela fada rozli¢nych zajimavych prispévki riiznym zptisobem se prob-
lematiky dotykajicich a s ohledem na $irokou skalu témat byly tyto sestaveny do jednotlivych tematicky
¢i chronologicky zamérenych kapitol. Véfime, ze kniha prinese mnoho novych poznatkd, které snad
alespon malym dilem ptispéji k doplnéni pomyslné mozaiky ztvarnujici predstavy o déni na nejvy-
znamnéj$im obchodnim koridoru (nejen) v dobé Zelezné. Obraz dob minulych, jehoz kone¢nou po-
dobu viak patrné nikdy nebudeme znat, tak bude doplnén o ptibéhy z Jantarové stezky dotykajici se
jak naseho blizkého okoli, tak vzdalenéjsich oblasti Evropy.

Ivan Cizmar - Hana Cizmarovad — Alena Humpolovad
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Milé Janka!

Nechce sa ndm to ani verit, ale ¢as je netprosny a rovnakym tempom ukrajuje kazdému z nas z toho casu, ktory tu
v pozemskom svete mame k dispozicii. V tomto roku sa doziva$ izasného jubilea. Mas bohaty osobny i pracovny zivot,
plny krasnych Iudi, lasky a hlavne pocetnej rodinky, kde si vzdy nasla spravne zazemie, oporu a pochopenie. Nie vzdy
Ti vahy osudu boli pozitivne naklonené. Tazko sa s tym vyrovnava a este fazsie sa d4 vratit spit do reality bezného Zi-
vota. Prave vtedy Ti najviac pomohla Tvoja rodina, deti a vnicatka. Nemald zasluhu mala aj praca, ktord Ta bavi a robis
ju s velkym nasadenim a vzdy s novymi napadmi.

Napriek tomu, Ze katedry archeoldgie v Brne, v Bratislave a v Prahe mali pocas nasich ¢ias stadia velmi intenzivne
kontakty a da sa povedat, Ze sme sa relativne navzajom dobre poznali, s Tebou som nemala to $tastie sa stretnit. Pocas
$ttdia sa nase cesty tesne minuli. Studovala si v rokoch 19681973 prehistériu a etnografiu na Filosofické fakulté Uni-
versity Jana Evangelisty Purkyné v Brne (teraz Masarykova univerzita). Diplomovt pracu si mala na tému Sidlistni
objekty doby protohistorické na Moravé. V rokoch 1973-1987 si posobila ako archeolég v Muzeu mésta Brna na Spil-
berku. V roku 1982 si ziskala titul PhDr. Od roku 1987 pracuje$ v Moravském zemském muzeu v Brne ako kuratorka
protohistorickych zbierok a zbierky antiky. Mas za sebou vela Gspésnych vyskumov, vystav, prezentdcii, publika¢nych
vystupov, tak vlastnych, ako aj editorovanych. Ak sa na Teba ktokolvek obrati v pracovnej veci, vzdy vie§ poradit
a vSetko velmi prijemne a promntne vyriesit.

Specializujes sa na dobu laténsku. Za posobenia v brnenskom mestskom muzeu, kde k hlavnej &¢innosti patrili z4-
chranné archeologické vyskumy, si bola vedticou niekolkych vyskumov na izemi mesta Brna (napr. Bystrc, Horni
Her3pice, Stary Liskovec, Strdnska skila, Zebétin). Ako archeélog v Moravském zemském muzeu si tiez uskuto¢nila
rad vyskumov (napr. Dolni Bojanovice, Hostyn, Pteni). Realizovala si pocetné vystavy (Langobardi na Moravé, Drahé
kameny v pravéku, Antické uméni v moravskych sbirkdch a nalezech, Keltové na Moravé, Germani a Rimané); Tvoje
vystavy boli initalované viackrét aj v dalsich muzeach v Cechach a aj v zahrani¢i (napriklad. vystava Keltové na Mo-
ravé — od roku 1996 — mala 15 repriz vratane zahrani¢nej v Asparn v Dolnom Rakusku). Ako kuratorka muzea sa ve-
nujes$ hlavne spracovaniu starych muzejnych fondov, predovsetkym materidlu z moravskych keltskych pohrebisk; bola
si riesitelkou dvoch projektov Ministerstva kultury Ceskej republiky na ttto tému (Archeologické nalezy v Brné-Ma-
loméricich, Keltské pohfebisté v Holubicich), v ramci dal$ieho podobného projektu si spracovala keltské pohrebiska
na Brnensku a na Vyskovsku. Z poslednych monografii patri spracovanie a vyhodnotenie sp6n z Némcic a zo Starého
Hradiska. Keltskej problematike st venované pocetné $tdie, prednasky, ucasti na konferenciach. Asi nepochybime,
ak za najpopuldrnejsiu monografiu ozna¢ime Encyklopediu Keltov na Morave a v Sliezsku, ktora vysla v roku 2004.
Svoje dlhoro¢né skisenosti v odbore si odovzdavala aj mladej generacii archeolégov na Slezské univerzité v Opaveé
v rokoch 1996-2002.

Nase cesty sa skrizili az sprostredkovane cez Tvojho manzela Milo$a. Zacalo sa to vlastne organizovanim medzina-
rodnych konferencii venovanych problematike doby Zeleznej v Cechach, na Morave a Slovensku. Prvé stretnutie or-
ganizovala prave moravska strana. Vtedy sa ¢esko-slovenska badatelskd skupina pre mladsiu dobu Zeleznt rozhodla
neprerusit vzdjomné kontakty odbornikov pre dobu laténsku po rozdeleni Ceskoslovenskej republiky na dva samo-
statné §taty. Hlavnymi organizdtormi boli tri intiticie a to Archeologicky dstav CR Praha, Ustav archeologické pa-
matkové péce Brno a Archeologicky tstav SAV Nitra. Garanti tychto kazdoro¢ne sa opakujucich stretnuti boli Milo§
Cizmét, Karol Pieta a Natalie Venclova. Dnes uz mame za sebou dvadsat ispesnych stretnuti, kde sa nielen nadviazali,
ale aj upevnili mnohé pracovné, ale aj osobné priatelstva. To nase patri dafam k obom z nich.

Pozname sa sukromne a tiez pracovne. Za seba moézem povedat, ze mam pocit naladenia na jednej hodnotovej zi-
votnej vlne (mozno je to aj tym, Ze sme narodené v jednom znameni). Na prvom mieste je rodina. Spokojnost v rodine
sa potom automaticky prenasa aj do pracovného prostredia, kde dokaze$ s Tudmi okolo seba spolupracovat a mat pria-
telsky vztah, napriek tomu, Ze vyzadujes kvalitné plnenie uloZenych povinnosti. Nikdy nezabudnem na prijemné po-
sedenia vo Vasej zahrade. Prvé aj spolu s Milo§om. Neskor iba my s nasimi vnucatami.

Od roku 2011 si ¢lenkou Redakénej rady Studijnych zvesti AU SAV v Nitre. Za hlavné redaktorky Ti chcem poda-
kovat za Tvoju pracu. Vzdy, ked sa da, pricestuje$ do Nitry, rieSime spolu odbornost a kvalitu prispevkov tak, aby ¢a-
sopis ustal svoj kredit, ktory aj vdaka Tvojej praci je na dobrej trovni.

Vela spokojnych rokov!

Gerta Brezinovd

12



Jantarovd stezka v proméndch ¢asu

Daljni preteklosti valovite pokrajine okrog Moravskih vrat sta Jana in Milo§ posvecala vso svojo Zivljenjsko delovno
energijo. Moravské zemské muzeum je s svojimi zakladi destinacija, mimo katere ne more$ in sme$, obvezno jo obisces,
ko prestopi$ Istros, mogocen tok Donave. Z knjigo Jana Filipa v roki, je bila njuna domovina v obdobju nasega prvega
srec¢anja dragocena zakladnica in prispodoba keltske civilizacije. V zadnjih desetletjih so zame bila Moravska vrata
pomemben prostor, povezan s priselitvijo Slovanov v zaledje zgornjega Jadrana in pomenom Velike Morave v slovenski
arheologiji. Nasa srecanja so bila kratka, mimobeZna, polna prijateljskega spostovanja.

Za Jano, varuhinjo arheoloske dedi$¢ine v muzeju, je vsak predmet svet in dragocena pric¢a oddaljene preteklosti.
Ob Rimljanih, Langobardih in drugih starozitnostih so v ospredju njenega dela Kelti na Moravskem in Sleziji. Prav
po njeni zaslugi so Boi, prebivalci ob Moravi, med najbolj poznanimi keltskimi plemeni v Srednji Evropi. Ob velikih
zgodovinskih temah ima Zivljenje in stroka tudi manj$e mozai¢ne kamencke. Jana je v nekem trenutku skrbno zbirala
miniaturne votivne §¢ite keltskih oblik; mene je zanimala bronasta plocevina okrasena z znacilnimi keltskimi glavami
iz Staréga Hradiska: »O zlomku kovéani ulozeném v Prostéjevé, se neodvazuji soudit. Najlépe bude prohlédnut si vce
osobné - rada ti pfividdm«, mi je ljubeznivo sporocila po faksu. Plo¢evina iz Staréga Hradiska je $e vedno izziv, morda
pa tudi priloZnost, da obnoviva stik in skupaj razresiva njihov izvor in uporabo.

Z Milosem naju je druzil pogovor o zahtevnosti organizacije obseznih terenskih raziskav, ki jo je v devetdesetih
prejs$njega stoletja prinesla gradnja avtocest na Moravskem in v Sloveniji. Postavljala sva si vprasanja o organiziranosti
arheologije in uspesnosti terenskih raziskav s pomoc¢jo zasebnih arheoloskih skupin; govorila sva tudi o sistemskih in
¢loveskih moznostih njihovega preZivetja. Pogovarjala sva se o pomenu izdajanja strokovne arheoloske literature. Po-
dajanje knjig iz rok v roke, je bil eden izmed posebnih trenutkov najinih sre¢anj. Milo$ me je obiskal v Ljubljani in Pi-
ranu na son¢ni strani Alp. V krajih kjer sem doma; Jano $e pri¢akujem.

Mitja Gustin

First, I have to thank to a museum curator who, more than 20 years ago, opened the depot to a young student coming
from afar. Being able to see, touch, feel and smell the finds from an almost mythological site of Celtic archaeology
deepened my passion for a subject to which (periodically) I am constantly returning. It forever remained one of the
turning points in the crossroads of my professional orientations. It was Jana, the jubilant to which this book and my
modest contribution are dedicated, who made me feel important and proud with her gesture. And today, not remem-
bering anything I said that day in Brno, I can still recall my gratitude to her, when she turned to me her back saying
that I should return to her office when I will have enough of Staré Hradisko.

Boris Kavur

Liebe Jana, liebe Jubilarin,

an dieser Stelle zusammenzufassen, wofiir ich Dir alles danken mdchte, tibersteigt den Rahmen. Zuerst mochte ich
Dir hier fiir unsere effektive Zusammenarbeit in der Archdologie danken. Sei es fiir Material und Dokumentation,
die Du mir bereitwillig und voller Vertrauen zur Verfiigung gestellt hast, fiir die Vorbereitung von Projekten und die
vielen fruchtbaren und konstruktiven Diskussionen, wenn ich bei Dir im Biiro im Museum war. Mit diesem Wissens-
vorsprung hatte ich die Grundlage, auch groflere Projekte zu beantragen und auszufithren. Weiters méchte ich Dir
besonders fiir die familidre Aufnahme und Unterstiitzung danken, als ich als Stipendiat in Brno war und auch die ku-
linarischen Geniisse und den siidméhrischen Wein im Kreise deiner Familie genieflen durfte. Es mégen auch meine
mihrischen Wurzeln sein, die mich immer wieder nach Brno-Husovice an der Svitava fithren, wo ich mich immer
willkommen und zu Hause fithlen kann.

Peter Ramsl
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Vénovdno PhDr. Jané Cizmdiové

za jeji neobycejné dlouhodoby pozitivni ptistup
k lidem, prdci a Zivotu.
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If you want me to take you seriously...
Pull up your pants

Chces-li, abych te bral vazne...
Natahni si kalhoty

Boris Kavur

ABSTRACT In recent decades, amongst other archaeological finds several La Téne-style artefacts were dis-
covered in the River Cetina in Dalmatia (Croatia). These comprise two swords and a belt chain
originating most probably from northern Italy or had been produced in a workshop working
under the technical and stylistic influence of the Boii from the region around present day Bologna.
This find was discovered far from the Celtic cultural area but it exhibited numerous features en-
abling it to be interpreted as being religious or at least votive. Taking into consideration the broader
political circumstances in the 4™ century BC as well as the local cultural and historical develop-
ment we can assume that these items belonged to the so-called Adriatic Celts known from the an-
cient sources — the highly mobile mercenary force organized and controlled by the Greeks.

KEY WORDS  Croatia, Cetina River, Early La Téne, Celts

What makes a find exceptional?

Too often, and especially in Celtic archaeology, one is describing as exceptional artefacts of major artistic value,
the result of thoughtful selection of exotic or precious raw materials combined with superb craftsmanship. Nev-
ertheless, also exceptional are the finds of ‘common’ material culture appearing outside of territories ascribed to
the Celtic world; discovered in contexts, which often suggest that the deposition of artefacts, recognized, as being
special, was a part of complex ritual activities. These were material remains of public performances located within
or on the borders of the Celtic world where the status and identity of individuals were constantly negotiated,
where economic and political alliances were created, where the public adaptation of Celtic weaponry lost its
functional role and became incorporated in the public display of strong political statements. The present con-
tribution is just one of such stories, a colourful tessera from the edge of the mosaic illustrating Celtic presence
across Central Europe - and even further afield.

Down by the river side...

The territory surrounding the Croatian River Cetina in central Dalmatia is one of the most prominent archae-
ological landscapes in the Adriatic hinterland. However, not only monuments and sites surrounding it but from
the 19" century the river itself was a well-known archaeological site. At the end of the 80's the quantity of ar-
chaeological finds deriving from the area between the confluence of the Cetina and Ruda rivers and the bridge
in Trilj increased due to intensive dredging and repair of several part of the riverbed. Since the subsequent ar-
chaeological survey of the river did not produce any major discoveries it was assumed that the finds discovered
in the Cetina, might have actually derived from the Ruda (MILOSEVIC 1992a, 46; 1992b, 88; 1999).

At the end of the 20™ century, Ante Miloevi¢ published finds from the river while a large quantity of them was
presented in several publications and in an exhibition presented in the Museum of Croatian Archaeological Monu-
ments in Split and displayed in Croatia and abroad (MILOSEVIC 2003). Although included in a monumental
topographic overview presenting the archaeological heritage of the region (MILOSEVIC 1998), the river material
was never published as an archaeological catalogue of finds. Decades of opportunistic collecting resulted in the
major archaeological finds currently being distributed between various museums in the region while several items
are kept in private collections. One such object, small in size but of outstanding value given its archaeological
context, is the private collection of Milan Gili¢ in Trilj. Included are three basic elements of Celtic weaponry - an

569



Boris Kavur

Early La Téne sword, a fragment of the chape-end of the second sword and a fragment of a belt chain. Only the
first sword has been briefly referred to in print (MILOSEVIC 1992b, p. 87, Fig. 2; 1998, 291, Fig. 482; 1999, 208,
Fig. 6) and more recently discussed in detail (KAVUR - BLECIC KAVUR 2014), while the fragment of the chape-
-end has only recently been published (KAVUR 2017) and the belt chain is currently being studied.

Unfortunately, the state of preservation of all three finds is poor — 30 years after their discovery, they are still
covered with corrosion products. Nevertheless, several formal characteristics as well as decorative elements of
the swords are visible below the concretions. The scabbard of the first sword has the upper part of the front plate
decorated with a so-called ‘dragon pair’ and the preserved large chape clamps on the front side are decorated
with a triskele ending in open-beaked dragon heads making it one of the most oustanding examples of Celtic
art discovered in Croatia. The sword takes its place amongst the finds of Celtic art which demonstrate the process
of abstraction and decomposition of the iconic depiction of the ‘dragon’s’ head in Celtic art (KAVUR - BLECIC
KAVUR 2014). According to the formal characteristics of scabbards those with an open reinforced chape-end
of deltoid shape have been categorized as Kosd D in PETRES and SZABO's (1985, 91) scheme of the so-called
Hatvan-Boldog class of swords though it would be more appropriate to describe it as ‘heart-shaped’ (RAMSL
2002, 79) and include it in to a group with a shorter and more curved chape-end (KAVUR - BLECIC KAVUR
2014, 266-267). The distribution of such scabbards certainly occurs in the Carpathian Basin (RAMSL 2003, 256,
Fig. 12) but they are known also from several other regions between France and Romania. As we have previously
suggested, the most important discoveries for our present discussion are those from Northern Italy (BLECIC
KAVUR - KAVUR 2010, 71; KAVUR - BLECIC KAVUR 2014, 266-267).

The second sword, actually only part of the short annular chape-end of the open ring-shaped type with some
fragments of the scabbard could also be included in the group of Hatvan-Boldog swords. Several authors have
focused on the classification of these swords (in addition to PETRES - SZABO 1985; CHARPY 1987; RAPIN
1995; 2000), and taking into consideration these classifications this fragment may be classed with the Kosd A2
group or Variant 1 according to Thierry Lejars or Type 1A according to Jean-Jacques Charpy. It has been demon-
strated that swords of this type originated in the LT B1 period on the territory between the Marne, southern
Germany, Switzerland, and Austria, later to be exported with the Celtic migrations into Italy and the Carpathian
Basin (CHARPY 1987; LEJARS 1994; STOLLNER 1998; RUSTOIU 2013, 223, Fig. 8; KAVUR 2017).

The belt chain

The third piece recovered from the river is a fragment of an iron belt chain consisting of a large iron ring with
a diameter of some 6 cm and the 14 cm-long remains of the belt chain. It belongs to the rarest group of iron chain
belts — the so-called loop-in-loop' type. When André Rapin published a series of articles discussing the Celtic ar-
mament in the late 'eighties’ there was a small group of finds known from France, Serbia, and Slovenia. Publishing
finds from the oldest layers in Gournay-sur-Aronde and from the burial in Rungis Rapin offered detailed descrip-
tions of their morphology and depicted several reconstructions of the belts suggesting their use (RAPIN 1987).
A few years later still, he composed a presentation of the most prominent forms of belt chains and positioned the
loop-in-loop chains earliest among the major forms characteristic for the western Celts (RAPIN 1995, 278, Fig.
3, Al1). In the same article, he mapped their distribution together with the two other major forms of belt chains -
the Cernon and Ceretolo types (ibid., 283, Fig. 7). Just one year later he published several new reconstructions of
the suspension system demonstrating that the links of the belt would have minimized or even completely elimi-
nated any movement of the sword. Further he analysed the ability for bending or rotating of individual types of
sword chains when he demonstrated that the loop-in-loop chains are much less rigid than other forms of belt
chains (RAPIN 1996a, 356-357, Fig. 4, 358-358, Fig. 5; 1996b; 1999, 55-59).

Martin Schonfelder has published the most comprehensive presentation of chain belts, dedicated specially to
the loop-in-loop belt chains. He has presented the origins of this specific production technique and demonstrated
its use in the manufacture of jewellery (mostly in precious metals) and belt chains. According to his opinion the
first group was introduced from the Mediterranean cultural centres already in the Early Iron Age and started to
be copied in the period of intensive Celtic migrations in the 4 century BC becoming widely used in the Late La

Fig. 1. Photography of the preserved belt
chain fragment (courtesy of M. Gilic).

Obr. 1. Fotografie zachované (dsti fetézo-
vého opasku (se svolenim M. Gilic).
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Teéne period (SCHONFELDER 1998). Consisting of two pieces - a longer and a shorter one, the belts were pro-
duced in a specific way so that their size would decrease from one end to another. Both elements featured at the
broader end a large ring. Being extremely broad and flat, they were the perfect technological solution for a belt
chain tightly fitting to the body of the wearer (ibid., 83).

Several grave assemblages with loop-in-loop chains have been published in studies focusing on the form and
decoration of the sword scabbards. They appear in connection with swords in scabbards with massive chapes
(A-2 group) and those with thickened non-circular chape-ends (A-3 group) (LEJARS 1994, 42-47) which are
decorated with zoomorphic lyres (Type 1B variant 1) (GINOUX 2007, 98-102). Later these belt chains were in-
cluded among elements of Celtic weaponry which could be used for the interpretation of economic and cultural
contacts as well as the migratory processes of mercenaries, artisans, and indeed of whole communities. These
are topics discussed at length by Rustoiu and Repka; in their visual presentation of the spatial distribution of
these forms these authors have focused on the material from which the chains were produced and their chrono-
logical position (RUSTOIU 2008, 105-116; REPKA 2015, 63-67).

Most of the burials containing swords and loop-in-loop belt chains, were previously dated to LT B2 - to the
most intensive period of Celtic military expansion. Currently, it seems that there are numerous graves and de-
positions in sanctuaries, which are actually younger and dated to LT C1. Examples are the male grave 154 with
a bronze belt chain from Csepel Island in Hungary (HORVATH 2016, 149, 163, Pl. 12.2) and, according to the
associated grave goods, female grave 41 from Brezice in Slovenia (PANKE-SCHNEIDER 2013, 99). Similar
dating was recently proposed for the graves 8 from Saint-Benoit-sur-Seine ‘la Perriere’ (MILLET 2008, 139) and
graves 80 and 163 from Ensérune in the south of France (SCHWALLER - MARCAND - LEJARS 2018a 211,
Fig. 183; 2018b, 464-465, 504-507). The later grave is problematic since the sword decorated with a dragon pair
looks older than the umbo from the same grave (LEJARS 1994, 44; GINOUX 2007, 99) not to mention the old
and repaired krater (RAPIN et al. 1987; SCHWALLER et al. 2001, 179). Among the youngest examples should
also be the finds discovered in Celtic sanctuaries in France such as Ribemont (BRUNAUX et al. 1999, 243, Fig. 59)
and Gournay-sur-Aronde (LEJARS 2014, 118, Fig. 3) where such belts, dated to the beginning of LT C1, were
considered to be the oldest elements in the graves (ibid., 118, Fig. 3).

Addressing the origins of this specific element of material culture Schonfelder has stated that in his opinion
their distribution (and origins) demonstrate a connection with the Mediterranean world. Considering them being
a foreign and new element in the production spectrum of Celtic artisans he regarded their introduction as a result
of contacts taking place in southern France, northern Italy and in the Balkans — as arguments he listed the sites
of Ensérune in France, Monte Bibele in Italy and Karaburma, Ruma, and Pasikovac in Serbia. Their subsequent
appearance in north-eastern France was regarded as a consequence of a reversed cultural flow, bringing the newly
introduced elements back to the core territories of the Celtic world (SCHONFELDER 1998, 83-87).

Aurel Rustoiu has added another dimension to the discussion and has proposed that their strong presence in
the East and distribution to the West was a consequence of the movement of Celtic groups after the invasion in
the Balkan (RUSTOIU 2006, 215; 2008, 105-116). Moreover, in their latest discussion Rustoiu and Berecki con-
cluded that the loop-in-loop chains in the Carpathian Basin were the result of a complementary technological
transfer from Greek and Thracian craftsmen following different ways and means through which specific Mediter-
ranean techniques were adopted. They assumed that the distribution was a result of mobility of craftsmen and
warriors (RUSTOIU - BERECKI 2014, 257-258). Further Peter Ramsl and Josef Bujna listed these belt chains
amongst those elements demonstrating a connection between the eastern and western zones of the Celtic world -
commenting that there is only a single occurrence in Italy (RAMSL 2014, 4; BUJNA 2015, 260-262).

Today, looking at all the archaeological evidence available from both the East and the West, we can conclude
that the variability of loop-in-loop belt chains is much more complex than previously assumed. Accepting that
the chains originated from different backgrounds according to their spatial distribution and based on their tech-
nological and typological characteristics, we can propose a division based on specific western and eastern forms.
Although using partly the same technology of production, Eastern loop-in-loop belt chains significantly differ
from most of the examples discovered in France and northern Italy. The latter were produced from large rings
made from thick iron wire creating broad and flat elements while the Eastern group were produced from smaller,
thinner, and tightly woven rings in the real loop-in-loop technique combining several strands to produce chains
with a square cross-section. According to its form and technology of production the belt chain from the Cetina
river demonstrates several characteristics which, as well as the sword (KAVUR - BLECIC KAVUR 2014) and
the fragment of the scabbard (KAVUR 2017) make it most likely to assume that they were produced in the work-
shops of northern Italy (see examples in VITALI 1987; 2003a; 2003b).

Across the sea
When discussing Celtic armament Rapin noted that, beside the shield with its specific form and function, it is
the use of a metal sword scabbard and its system of suspension so uniquely characteristic for the Celtic world
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Fig. 2. Map of major sites menti-
oned in the text (after KAVUR -
BLECIC KAVUR 2014, 265,
Fig. 29: 1).

Obr. 2. Mapa hlavnich lokalit
zminénych v textu (podle KA-
VUR - BLECIC KAVUR 2014,
265, Fig. 29: 1).

(RAPIN 19964, 352). Belt chains, produced mostly from iron, were not only a recognizable element of material
culture, but also an important carrier of information. In discussing the armament of Celtic newcomers to Italy
Thierry Lejars noted that they became quickly adopted to local customs. Despite the fact that they became Etrus-
can in their banquets and sports and followed the habits of Etruscans, the Piceni or Umbri in their everyday life,
they remained Celtic in their military affairs. Even further, the non-Celtic populations adopted the use of Celtic
swords with their suspension and ornamentation included (LEJARS 2007, 176). The swords in the broadest sense
remained the material carriers of information and keepers of traditions. This traditionalist position towards the
armament indicates the conservativism in changes and adoption of new elements — consequently it would be
least possible that technological changes, stimulated by foreign cultural elements, would be introduced into this
specific set of material culture laden as it was with symbolism.

Even the Roman historians noted that for Celtic warriors the sword belt was a symbol of their military deci-
siveness — as Florus noted in his Epitome to Roman history Book I, XX, 3:

‘Hi saepe et alias et Brittomaro duce non prius posituros se baltea quam Capitolium ascendissent iuraverant. Fac-
tum est; victos enim Aemilius in Capitolio discinxit)

In this illustrative passage, we can recognize the rhetoric of Celtic heroic mentality as well as the Roman sense
for ceremonial display of power and humiliation of the defeated enemies. The Insubrian Celts, when Britomarus
was their leader, made a public oath that they would not unstrap their belts until they had taken the Roman
Capitol - they would not cease with their military expansion until they had taken the symbol of Roman authority
and power and not only defeated but also humiliated the Romans before their gods. Consequently, when Aemilius
defeated them, he forced the humiliated prisoners to lay down their sword belts at the very place they mentioned
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before in their exaggerated manner. It was not just losing their weapons - it was losing their pride and privilege
to be taken seriously in the military and political affairs in Italy.

To interpret the discoveries in the Cetina river, we have to observe the larger picture of cultural and economic
contacts between the Greeks of the Aegean as well as of Syracuse and the Macedonian world and the prehistoric
communities of their hinterlands. Archaeologists have measured the direction and intensity of contacts for more
than a century by observing and differently interpreting the presence of Mediterranean imports discovered in
Central European contexts. In the early Iron Age, interpreted as items of long-distance trade, providing the de-
sired luxurious goods used for public display and negotiation of status by the social élites, these items became
re-interpreted as booty of war or payment of mercenaries as soon as we approach the beginning of the late Iron
Age. To be transformed through interpretation as the result of migrations of warriors and craftsmen as we move
towards the 3" century BC., traditionally this flow of artefacts was considered to be uni-directional from the
Greek production centres, governed by economic laws of market trends, into the ‘barbarian’ world where these
items were treated as prestige or used in the creation of high status. However, the flow of items (and most likely
people) could also be traced in to the opposite direction. Reaching back to the narratives which grew around
the Hyperborean myths (BRIDGMAN 2005), archaeologists became aware of the fact that elements mostly of
female attire originating from ‘barbarian’ Europe were discovered in Greek and Sicilian sanctuaries (VERGER
2003; 2006; 2011). Present in most important Panhellenic sanctuaries, such as the Heraion in Perachora where
anklets, bracelets, and decorative discs can be dated as early as the sixth century BC demonstrating a much older
tradition of the mythological substrates. Similar contacts persisted for centuries as demonstrated by the presence
of globular Hohlbuckelring anklets in the Isthmia (CASKEY 1960; KRAMER 1961) and fibulae of the middle La
Téne scheme from Dodona and the sanctuary of Apollo in Delos (MEGAW 1968, 187-188; 2004, 100).

It seems that majority of Celtic artefacts originating from the Balkans (and Central as well as Eastern Europe)
have been discovered in sanctuaries of the Greek world in a consistent chronological horizon encompassing the
end of the Early and the beginning of the Middle La Téne period (SZABO 1971, 514). Traditionally this has been
considered as being linked to the events of 279 and 278 BC since the presence of finds in sanctuaries was inter-
preted as if they were parts of trophaia (MAIER 1973, 477; AMANDRY1978). However, detailed analyses of sev-
era] finds and revisions of their associations has demonstrated that several of these finds predate the historical
events and we can include the Early La Téne sword from Dodona and the anklet rings from Isthmia 3) with dis-
coveries from the contact zones between the ancient Macedonian area of influence and the Celtic world (SZABO
1971, 50). A detailed discussion of the La Téne grave 22 from the Belgrade cemetery of Karaburma (BLECIC
KAVUR - KAVUR 2010) and of the ankle ring from Ore$ani in Macedonia (KAVUR - BLECIC KAVUR 2018)
has demonstrated that they all predate the infamous historical events. This has been further supported by the
demonstration that the flow of luxury goods such as bronze situlae or glass seals as well as amphoriskos or vase-
-shaped glass beads from Macedonian workshops spreading to the north started already in the 5" century and
continued in the 4* century BC (BLECIC KAVUR - KAVUR 2010; 2016; 2017). Interpretations of the later rich
material have ranged from luxurious diplomatic gifts, elements of prestige to trinkets — all of them having in
common the spread of specific cultural and social concepts which were integrated into similar social structures
amongst non-Classical communities.

Recently several writers have begun to focus attention on ‘warrior’ graves interpreting them in different cir-
cumstances, for example as mercenaries coming from the Celtic world and diffusing their artefacts all across
the Eastern and Central Mediterranean (RUSTOIU 2013). Moreover, the indirect spread of what were recognised
as prestige goods was increased through the inclusion of mercenary troops within territorial ambitions across
the Mediterranean - the Adriatic was no exception. In discussion, the opinion has prevailed that the mercenary
troops were not in fact numerous and consisted of bands of aristocrats and their followers who sought immortal
glory or fought for pay because they had been temporary or permanently excluded from their own communities.
The lack of rich inventories and absence of clear testimonies for mercenaries of modest social standing are a priori
considered arguments in support of the assumption that the mercenaries were members of social elites. The later
has been augmented by a natural fascination with the unusual, the irresistible temptation to use archaeology in
order to reconstruct historical events and even to academic and economic pragmatism (IANCU 2016, 15-16).

It was undoubtedly a matter of great pride to serve under foreign kings such as Dionysius of Syracuse and
afterwards to boast in front of your own fellow countrymen and, even better, in front of the whole world dedi-
cating gifts in the regional sanctuaries. A major aspect of their promotion, performed before the gods in order
to be visible by whole communities, could be traced in the Panhellenic sanctuaries as well as in the sanctuaries
located on the fringes of the Hellenized world. The weapons deposited in Dodona, Petrabondante, and Cetina
are just links in the complex web of mercenary ritual practices.

Taking into consideration the proposed chronological revision of Celtic presence in the central Balkans (BLECIC
KAVUR - KAVUR 2010, 73-76; KAVUR — GUSTIN 2011, 129-130) and observations on the date of Celtic finds
in northern Italy (VITALI 1987), the finds from the Cetina River near Trilj predate the events in the Balkans in
279 BC. Celts were present in the southern Adriatic and Aegean area much earlier as suggested by the earliest
deposition of Celtic weapons in Greek sanctuaries known for example from the old temple of Athena on the
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Acropolis in Athens dated before the middle of the 4" century BC (FREEMAN 1996, 23). Clearly, the ritual de-
position of these weapons, loaded with symbolism, should be observed as a part of the process taking place in the
4% century BC, when the Celts from Northern Italy entered the Mediterranean as mercenaries engaged in the po-
litical ambitions of Dionysius, the tyrant of Syracuse, thus becoming the ‘Adriatic Celts’ who, dispatched across
the Adriatic, became actively involved in ritual activities in temples and sacred sites in and on the fringes of the
Greek world. Taking a wider view, the Celtic artefacts from ritual or sacred places of the Greek world raise the
question of whether they were deposited there by their original owners (MEGAW 2004, 104) or as spoils of con-
flicts pre-dating the Delphi campaign. Nevertheless, the Celtic weapons from Cetina were ritually deposited on
asacred place — in a river where similar sacrifices had already been performed over several centuries (MILOSEVIC
1999, 206-210; BLECIC KAVUR - PRAVIDUR 2012, 77). Similar processes also were taking place on the other
side of Europe - dedications of weapons including loop-in-loop belt chains were among the oldest finds discovered
in Celtic sanctuaries in France such as Ribemont (BRUNAUX et al. 1999, 243, Fig. 59) and Gournay-sur-Aronde
(LEJARS 2014, 118, Fig. 3) where more than 20 examples were discovered (RAPIN et al. 1987, 174).

However, these events should be set against a broader view of historical events in the central and eastern
Mediterranean. It was in the years 369-368 BC that Dionysius had dispatched from Sicily Celtic mercenaries to
assist Sparta fighting the Thebans (OCCHIPINTI 2006, 79; SORDI 2002, 496; TREISTER 1996, 245). This strate-
gic decision was a part of Dionysius’ plans to build a maritime empire in the Adriatic. By reporting this campaign,
Xenophon authored in his Hellenica documented the first incontestable description in ancient sources of Celtic
mercenaries (FREEMAN 1996, 20). These Celts were collaborating with Syracuse even before the sack of Rome
(ZUFFA 1978, 139; BRIDGMAN 2003, 49), and continued in their service as mercenaries in campaigns against
Kroton and Locri (BOUZEK 2002, 55; SZABO 1991, 333). Several authors noted that the decision of Dionysius
to supply his mercenaries with their traditional weapons enabled them to preserve their identity (LEJARS 2006,
91) and reputation for toughness in battle (FREEMAN 1996, 21). From this perspective, all La Téne-style artefacts
and not only armament, were symbolic objects designating the special status of these individuals and their affil-
iation with a social group of warriors identifying themselves as being ‘Celts’ — a group of mercenary warriors
keeping their privileges across the Mediterranean. These artefacts, discovered in the Cetina river, whether spoils
of war or precious gifts, indicate not only the concordance in Celtic ideology and ritual manipulation but, most
importantly, the acceptance and the inclusion of these Celtic mercenaries and their symbolism into the broader
ideological and religious frameworks of the Greek world and the territories at its margin.
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Souhrn

Uzemi kolem feky Cetiny ve stfedni Dalmécii (Chorvatsko) je jednim z nejvyznamnéjsich archeologickych re-
giont v adriatické oblasti. Koncem 20. stoleti zvetejnil Ante Milo$evi¢ v nékolika publikacich ¢etné archeologické
nalezy z feky Cetiny. Desetileti kofistnického sbératelstvi méla za nasledek, Ze velké archeologické nalezy jsou
dnes rozdéleny mezi nékolik muzei v dané oblasti a nékteré predmeéty jsou ulozeny v soukromych sbirkach. Jed-
nou z nich je soukroma sbirka Milana Gili¢e v Trilji. Jsou v ni tfi vyznamné soucasti keltské vyzbroje — me¢ rané
laténského typu, fragment nakon¢i druhého mece a zlomek opaskového fetézu. Pouze prvni me¢ byl nékolikrat
stru¢né zminén a pozdéji podrobnéji diskutovan. Fragment nakonéi byl prezentovan teprve nedavno, zatimco
opaskovy retéz je predmétem soucasné diskuse. Nanestésti je stav dochovani v8ech tfi naleza dosti $patny -
30 let po jejich objeveni jsou stale jesté pokryty korozi. Nicméné nékteré formalni vlastnosti, jakoz i vyzdobné
prvky meét, jsou pod konkrecemi rozpoznatelné. Pochva prvniho mece je na horni ¢asti predni strany zdobena
parem drakti a dochované vétsi svorky nakonci na predni strané jsou zdobeny motivem triskelu koncicim draci
hlavou s otevienym zobakem, coz z néj ¢ini jeden z nejvyznamnéjsich prikladt keltského uméni z tzemi Chor-
vatska. Podle pochvy s otevienym zpevnénym ndkonc¢im deltoidniho tvaru byl oznacen jako Kosd D, ale bylo
by vhodnéjsi ho popsat jako ,,srd¢itého tvaru® a zaradit do skupiny mect s prohnutéj$im a kratsim nakonc¢im.
Druhy me¢, vlastné jen kratké prstencovité nakon¢i otevieného kruhového typu se zbytky pochvy, by se dal za-
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fadit do skupiny mecti typu Hatvan-Boldog. Treti objeveny kus je zlomek Zelezného opaskového fetézu sestavajici
z velkého Zelezného krouzku o priiméru 5 cm a ze zbytka opaskového fetézu o délce 14 cm. Patti do nejvzacnéjsi
skupiny zeleznych opaskovych retézt z zebrickovitych ¢lanki.

Tyto opasky byly podrobné diskutovany mnoha autory jako A. Rapin, M. Schonfelder, A. Rustoiu a D. Repka.
Ti popsali jejich funkci, zptisob vyroby a co je nejdilezitéjsi, snazili se interpretovat historicky kontext jejich pu-
vodu a distribuci v keltské Evropé. Ukazali, ze takovéto opaskové fetézy se objevily uz v LT B a byly uzivany
v LT C, ale na rozdil od jinych typti nebyly nikdy pfilis oblibené a vyrdbéné ve velkém mnozstvi. Ohledné tech-
nologie jejich vyroby se vSichni autofi shoduji, Ze vyroba opaskovych fetézt z zebrickovitych ¢lanki byla keltskou
adaptaci sttedomort'ské technologie.

Dnes, kdyz se podivame na vSechny archeologické doklady pochazejici z vychodu a zapadu, muzeme fici, ze
variabilita opaskovych fetézu z zebrickovitych ¢lanki je mnohem komplexnéjsi, nez se ptivodné myslelo. Podle
jejich distribuce mtizeme predpokladat, Ze pochdazeji z riznych prostiedi. Na zakladé technologickych a typolo-
gickych charakteristik 1ze navrhnout jejich ¢lenéni na specifické zapadni a vychodni formy. I kdyz se k jejich vy-
robé pouzivaly stejné technologie, vychodni opaskové fetézy z zebrickovitych ¢lankd se vyrazné lisi od vétsiny
prikladii nalezenych ve Francii a v severni Italii. Ty byly vyrobeny z velkych krouzkt zhotovenych z tlustého Ze-
lezného drétu a tvoricich $iroké a ploché ¢lanky, zatimco vychodni byly vyrobeny z malych tencich a tésnéji spo-
jenych krouzkd kombinujicich nékolik provazctl vytvéarejicich fetézy se ¢tvercovym prifezem. Podle tvaru
a technologie vyroby vykazuje opaskovy fetéz z feky Cetiny fadu charakteristik, diky nimz lze s velkou pravdé-
podobnosti predpokladat, ze byl - podobné jako oba objevené mece — vyroben v severoitalskych dilnach.

Chceme-li interpretovat nalezy z feky Cetiny, musime se podivat na §ir$i obraz kulturnich a ekonomickych
kontaktti mezi feckym svétem a pravékymi komunitami v jeho zdzemi. Zda se, ze vétsina keltskych artefaktti
pochaézejicich z tzemi Balkanu byla objevena ve svatynich feckého svéta v konsistentnim ¢asovém horizontu
zahrnujicim konec rané a pocatek sttedni doby laténské. Tradi¢né se toto obdobi spojuje s udalostmi z let 279
a 278 pt. Kr., av8ak detailni analyzy nékterych nélezl a revize jejich nalezovych kontextii ukazaly, Ze mnohé
z nich jsou star$i nez uvedené historické udélosti. V posledni dobé se autofi zacinaji zamérovat na pohiby va-
le¢niki a interpretovat je jinak - jako Zoldnéte pochézejici z keltského svéta a $ifici své vyrobky ve vychodnim
a stfednim Stfedomori.

Vezmeme-li v potaz navrhovanou chronologickou revizi keltské pritomnosti na sttednim Balkané a chronologii
keltskych nalezii v severni Italii, pak nalezy v fece Cetiné u Trilje jsou starsi nez udalosti na Balkané v roce 279
pt. Kr. Jejich pivod musime hledat v $ir§im rozmezi historickych udalosti ve stfednim a vychodnim Stfedo-
moii - byly soucasti plant Dionysa Starsiho vybudovat ve Stfedomoti pfimotskou fi$i. Mnozi autofi pozname-
navaji, ze jeho rozhodnuti dodavat zoldnéitim jejich tradi¢ni zbrané jim umoznilo zachovat si svou identitu
a reputaci state¢nych bojovniki. Z tohoto pohledu v§echny artefakty laténského stylu, a nejen zbrang, byly sym-
bolickymi pfedméty oznacujicimi zvlastni status téchto jedinct a jejich prislusnost ke spole¢enské skupiné va-
le¢nika, ktefi se povazovali za ,,Kelty - ke skupiné zoldnérti drzicich sva privilegia v celém Stfedomoti. Tyto
artefakty, objevené v fece Ceting, at uz $lo o vale¢nou kofist nebo drahocenné dary, indikuji nejen souvislost
s keltskou ideologii a ritualnimi aktivitami, ale hlavné prijeti a za¢lenéni keltskych zoldnéit, jejich materialni
kultury a symboliky do $ir$iho ideologického a nabozenského ramce feckého svéta a jeho okrajovych tizemi.

Preklad Pavla Seitlovd
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